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Appendix 9.1. Sports Essays

Developing Contemporary Literacies through Sports: A Guide for the English Classroom edited by Alan 
Brown and Luke Rodesiler © 2016 NCTE.

The beginning of the lesson asks students to read a variety of argumentative 
essays about sports. Here are several I have used with success. One or two are 
news articles, but most are opinion pieces.

 “Man and Superman” by Malcolm Gladwell
 “Have Sports Teams Brought Down America’s School?” by Elizabeth 
Kolbert

 “College Athletes of the World, Unite” by Kareem Abdul-Jabbar
 “Concussions Continuing to Plague High School Football Players,  
Families” by Keith Dunlap

 “Would You Play Basketball Here?” by Jordan G. Teicher
 “If It Happened There: In Brutal Contest of Strength and Strategy, a  
Culture Is Revealed” by Joshua Keating

 “The NFL Team That Banned Dancing” by Kevin Clark
 “Father and His Disabled Son Create a Bond through Racing” by Sports 
Illustrated staff

 Episodes of Outside the Lines
 Episodes of Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel
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http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2013/09/09/man-and-superman
http://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/have-sports-teams-brought-down-americas-schools
http://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/have-sports-teams-brought-down-americas-schools
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2014/11/college-athletes-of-the-world-unite/
http://www.theoaklandpress.com/special-news-reports/20140823/concussions-continuing-to-plague-high-school-football-players-families
http://www.theoaklandpress.com/special-news-reports/20140823/concussions-continuing-to-plague-high-school-football-players-families
http://www.slate.com/blogs/behold/2014/09/11/chris_tubbs_photographs_basketball_hoops_around_the_world.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/the_world_/2014/01/30/if_it_happened_there_how_would_we_cover_the_super_bowl_if_it_were_in_another.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/the_world_/2014/01/30/if_it_happened_there_how_would_we_cover_the_super_bowl_if_it_were_in_another.html
http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424052970203880704578089091591633104
http://www.si.com/more-sports/2013/04/11/dick-and-rick-hoyt
http://www.si.com/more-sports/2013/04/11/dick-and-rick-hoyt
http://espn.go.com/espn/otl/
http://www.hbo.com/real-sports-with-bryant-gumbel

